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Direct and reflected rays diagram 

Skyglow is caused by the downward scattering of upward light by air molecules and also 

aerosols, mostly water droplets and dust. The longer the path length through the lowest part of 

the atmosphere, the more the scattering. Light that goes straight up is mostly reflected, and has 

shorter paths through the lower scattering layers. The low angle light is mostly directly radiated, 

and it is this that causes most of the sky glow well away from the source.  
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