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Develop tools and resources to focus efforts on 

improving size, distribution, and quality of 

terrestrial wildlife habitat cores and corridors in 

New Jersey in order to increase the functional 

connectivity of the landscape 

 

CHANJ Goal 



Habitat Loss & Fragmentation 

>10,000 vehicles/day 



NJ:  A Leader In Open 
Space Preservation 

Nearly one-third of state is preserved 
(NJDEP Green Acres 2016) 



 
 

Reconnect New Jersey’s Landscape 

Tools to Guide: 

 

• Land protection  
 

• Habitat restoration and 
management  
 

• Mitigation of road barriers 
 



CHANJ Products 
 Mapping Tool & Guidance Document 

2016 



CHANJ Road/Wildlife Toolkit 

CHANJ Mapping  



CHANJ Road/Wildlife Toolkit 

Road Segment Assessment 

• Traffic volume 

• Regulatory context 

• Tran. Improvement Plan 

• Protected land adjacency 

• State and regional  
      connectivity context 

• Observation, survey,  
       collar data 

• Roadkill data 



CHANJ Road/Wildlife Toolkit 

Culvert Inventory (NAACC) 



CHANJ Road/Wildlife Toolkit 

Wildlife Passage BMPs 



CHANJ Road/Wildlife Toolkit 

• Project description 

• Funding source 

• Photos 

• Permits 

• Itemized budget 

• Vendors 

• Maintenance plan 

• Monitoring data 

Road/Wildlife Projects Database 



CHANJ Road/Wildlife Toolkit 

Road/Wildlife Projects Database Overpasses built in 1985 



Transportation Project  
Delivery Process 

Application Receipt 

 

Land Use Review 

 

Interagency Review 

 

Comment Compilation 

 

Project Modification 

 

Permit Decision 

Land Use 
Permit Review 

DOT DEP 

Div. Fish 

& Wildlife 



Project 
Name 

Regulated 
Activity 

Wildlife 
Structure 

DEP Trigger Mitigation 
Type 

Funding 
Source 

Volunteer 
Way 

New road 
construct 

Tunnels and 
fencing 

State-
threatened 
species 

New 
structures 

Applicant 

AC 
Expressway 

Lane 
widening 

Bridge shelf 
and fencing 

State-
threatened 
species 

Modify 
existing 
structure 

Applicant 

River Road Project 
resulting in 
habitat loss 

Tunnels and 
fencing 

State-
threatened 
species 

Existing 
road, new 
structures 

TE grant 
 
Applicant 

DEP Permitted Projects 



Project 
Name 

Regulated 
Activity 

Wildlife 
Structure 

DEP Trigger Mitigation 
Type 

Funding 
Source 

Assunpink N/A Tunnels and 
fencing 
 

Federally 
threatened 
species 

Existing 
road, new 
structures 

DFW, 
USFWS 

Waterloo Rd. N/A Tunnels and 
fencing 

Special 
concern 
species 

Existing 
road, new 
structures 

TAP funding; 
crowd 
sourcing? 

High Conservation Need 



FHA Rule 

7:13-12.7 Requirements for a bridge or culvert  

3. Where a new (or existing) bridge or culvert and/or the railroad or 
roadway it serves would cause fragmentation of habitat for terrestrial 
threatened or endangered species and/or any terrestrial species of 
special concern, the bridge or culvert incorporates a preserved or 
restored natural bank of sufficient width to allow the species to pass 
through the structure. Where a natural bank is not present or feasible 
to preserve or restore, the applicant shall create an artificial bank or 
shelf of sufficient width to allow the species to pass through the 
structure. The applicant shall additionally adopt appropriate measures 
where necessary to encourage the species to pass through the 
structure.  

N.J.A.C. 7:13  FLOOD HAZARD AREA CONTROL ACT RULES 
Date last amended:  June 20, 2016  



FHA Rule 

7:13-12.7 Requirements for a bridge or culvert  

3. Where a new (or existing) bridge or culvert and/or the railroad or 
roadway it serves would cause fragmentation of habitat for terrestrial 
threatened or endangered species and/or any terrestrial species of 
special concern, the bridge or culvert incorporates a preserved or 
restored natural bank of sufficient width to allow the species to pass 
through the structure. Where a natural bank is not present or feasible 
to preserve or restore, the applicant shall create an artificial bank or 
shelf of sufficient width to allow the species to pass through the 
structure. The applicant shall additionally adopt appropriate 
measures where necessary to encourage the species to pass through 
the structure.  

N.J.A.C. 7:13  FLOOD HAZARD AREA CONTROL ACT RULES 
Date last amended:  June 20, 2016  



Project 
Name 

Regulated 
activity 

Wildlife 
Structure 

DEP Trigger Mitigation 
Type 

Funding 
Source 

Hopewell Bridge 
replacement 

Bridge  - 
dry 
passage 

State 
endangered 
terrestrial 
species 

Replacement, 
modified 
structure 

Applicant 

DEP Permitted Projects 



Transportation Project  
Delivery Process 

Application Receipt 

 

Land Use Review 

 

Interagency Review 

 

Comment Compilation 

 

Project Modification 

 

Permit Decision 

Land Use 
Permit Review 

DOT DEP 

Div. Fish 

& Wildlife 



Transportation Project  
Delivery Process 

Application Receipt 

 

Land Use Review 

 

Interagency Review 

 

Comment Compilation 

 

Project Modification 

 

Permit Decision 

Land Use 
Permit Review 

DOT DEP 

CHANJ 

Flood Hazard Area Regulations 



 Finalize statewide mapping  
      and guidance document in 2016 

  Soft working group release 
     then public release 

 Transition to refinement and 
     implementation 

 Outreach 

 Newsletter 

  Video 

  Website:  CHANJ.nj.gov 

  Roadkill app  

The Road Ahead . . . 



Gretchen.Fowles@dep.nj.gov 
908-638-4682 

Brian.Zarate@dep.nj.gov 
        908-638-6482 

Thank You! 

MacKenzie.Hall@dep.nj.gov 
609-292-1244 


