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Adirondack Early Explorations-  
1837-1841 

Note:Lewis and Clark (1807) finished western explorations 



 
 

Adirondack Park 
History 

 
• 1885 Establishment of 

the Forest Preserve 

• 1892 Established the 
Adirondack Park 

• 1894 State Constitution 
Amended 

• Article XIV added with 
“Forever Wild” 



 
 

US Wilderness History 

• 1897 National Forest 
System 

• 1907 US Forest Service 

• 1916 National Park Act 

• 1964 Wilderness Act 
Passes 
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“The protection and preservation of the natural 

resources of the state lands within the Park must 

be paramount.” 

 

“Human use and enjoyment of those lands should 

be permitted and encouraged, so long as the 

resources in their physical and biological context 

as well as their social or psychological aspects are 

not degraded.” 

“A Unifying Theme” 

Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 
(1972) 



 
 

Nine basic categories result from this classification: 

 Wilderness 

 Primitive 

 Canoe 

 Wild Forest 

 Intensive Use 

 Historic 

 State Administrative 

 Wild, Scenic and  Recreational Rivers 

 Travel Corridors 
 

Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 
  Classification System 



 
 

Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 
  Travel Corridor Designation 

Estimated 1,106 miles of state highway 

in Park (30 State Routes listed) 

 

Remsen-Lake Placid Railroad Travel 

Corridor 

 

Potential Scenic Pull-offs (37 listed) 

 

 



 
 

Definition 

    A travel corridor is that strip of land 

constituting the roadbed and right-of-way for 

state and interstate highways in the 

Adirondack Park, the Remsen to Lake Placid 

railroad right-of-way, and those state lands 

immediately adjacent to and visible from 

these facilities. 

Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 
 Travel Corridors Definition 



 
 

Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 
 Travel Corridors Guidelines 

The importance of the major travel corridors…  …to the 

integrity of the Park 

 cannot be over-emphasized.  

 

The lands adjacent to these highways are the most visible 

to the traveling public and frequently determine the 

image and entire atmosphere of the Park for many 

visitors.  
 
The primary travel corridor guideline will be to achieve 

and maintain apark-like atmosphere on state lands… 

…that complements the total 

Adirondack environment. 



 
 

Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 
 Travel Corridors Guidelines (1972) 

Guidelines address: 

 Highway design and construction 

 Signing policies 

 Scenic vistas 

 Trailheads 

 Roadside aesthetics 

  Administrative facilities 

  Rustic guiderail 

  Utilities 

  Vegetative cover  



 
 

Adirondack Highway Council (1974-c.1985) worked to implement a common 

vision for Adirondack transportation systems that strengthened the Park’s natural 

character.  

 

     The Council was created, in part, in response to the challenges posed by the 

     Transportation Corridor guidelines of the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 

 

     Created a high level of interagency and citizen collaboration 

 

     Sought to gain federal funds and support for highway standards in keeping 

     with the unique character of the Adirondack Park 

 

     Worked on developing standards for corridor related issues including: 

 Design standards for maintaining Park character 

 Unique signage vocabulary – yellow on brown 

 Rustic guiderail 

 Scenic overlook designation 

 Impact of utility lines in corridor 

   



 
 

Adirondack Highway Council 

(1975-1985) 

• 1980- Highest Priority to Develop Travel 
Corridor Plans- Never Fully Realized 

• Major Accomplishment – The Green Book 
(NYSDOT Guidelines for the Adirondack Park) 

• “Branding”- signage, gateway sign, rustic 
guiderail 

• Strong Agency Commitments, but was limited 
in sustaining vision 

• Many Issues are Still The Same Today 



 
 

1982 Draft TCUMP 

Route 30 



 
 

1982 Draft TCUMP 

Route 30 



 
 

Park Entrance 



 
 

Clarify Coordination and 

permitting 

 

Awareness of issues 

 
Consistent design, construction 

and maintenance standards and 

practices 

 

Best management practices to 

improve public/ transportation / 

environmental sustainability 

 

Greenbook Purpose 

Last Updated 2008 



 
 

Sustainability Planning Requires Agency Analysis 
and Consideration of Long Term 

Continuity/Transfer of Knowledge Measures 



 
 

Memorandum of Understanding 

Intent for Travel Corridor Unit Management Planning (2009) 

Intended to provide process and content for the development 

travel corridor unit management plans as required by the State Land Master Plan; 
 

 

 



 
 

“To be Maintained in a Park Like Atmosphere” 



 
 

Natural Resource Protection is Paramount  



 
 

Sentinel Range 
Wilderness Area 

High Peaks 
Wilderness Area 

Mt. Van Hoevenberg 
Winter Recreation 
Area 

Relationship of highway to State lands 
Wilderness areas  are often defined and bounded by public highways 



 
 

State Route 73  



 
 

Economics 



 
 

Economics 



 
 

Awareness of Issues:  

e.g. Invasive Species 

NYS Highways in Red 

Adirondack Park 

Blue Line 

 

Purple 

Loosestrife 

Locations 



 
 

Travel Corridor Unit Management Planning = 

Sustainable Transportation in the Adirondacks 

• Which means transportation 
improvements that, from conception to 
completion, through maintenance and 
operation: satisfy functional 
requirements, while maintaining and 
enhancing the natural, built and social 
environments 



 
 

Transportation Needs 

 
 
We cannot lose sight of functional 
requirements which drive the 
purpose & need for highway 
maintenance and improvements 



 
 

Transportation Functionality 

Safety 
Reliability 
Life-Cycle Engineering 
Operations & Maintenance  
Access 
Capacity 
Durability    
Travel Time 
Cost Benefit Analysis 
Feasibility 
 
 



 
 

“Environment” Needs 
Environment= Social, Built, Natural 

 
 
We also cannot lose sight of the 
relationships and influences 
transportation has on our 
environment 



 
 

Environment Functionality 

People 
Community 
Aesthetics 
Habitat Integrity 
Utilities  
User-i.e. Bike, snowmobile,  
Water Quality 
Education    
Economics 
Tourism 
Etc ……………… 
 



 
 

 TCUMP Process/Document  

• Identify Factors   

• Define Relationships/ 
Importance? 

• The Current State 

• The Desired State 

• Stakeholders 

• Recommendations 

• NYSDOT lead or Involved  

• Inventory/Asset Mgmt 

• Measurable- GREENLITES 



 
 

What Matters ? 



 
 

 What and Who 

• Slope Repair 

• Audible Roadway 
Delineators (ARD’s) 

• DOT Facilities 

• Vegetation Management 

• Pavement and Shoulders 

• Winter Maintenance 

• Barriers 

• Signage 

• Permits and Use Occupancy 



 
 

Relationship to Natural Resources 



 
 



 
 

Who Are Our Customers and Stakeholders? 



 
 

Some TCUMP Outcomes 

Anticipated  

• Better Use of Resources and Outcomes 

• Doesn’t Mean More Projects or Funding 

• Recommendations will focus on NYSDOT 
Application and Ability to Implement 

• Many Opportunities have In-direct 
Relationships to NYSDOT and Need Support 
From Other Stakeholders to be Realized 



 
 

TCUMP Recommendation’s 

• E.g. Training, Guidance,  



 
 

 TCUMP Recommendation’s 

• Working Groups 

• Guidance (Revised/New) 

• BMP’s 

• Inventory 

• Asset Management 

• Standards and Practices 

• Projects and Actions 



 
 

Asset Management Examples 

• Visual Resource Areas  

• Wetland Locations 

• Utility Type, Location, and Crossings 

• Cold Spot Areas 

• Vegetation Management Elements 

• Habitat Connectivity Elements 

• Shoulder Widths 

• Trail Heads and Access 



 
 

Mapping and GIS 

Highway Surveys: Car Top 
Antenna 



 
 

The Power of GIS 



 
 

Mapbooks- Assets Management 



 
 



 
 

Visual Resource 

Assessments (VRA’s) 



 
 

Asset Management 



 
 

Wetlands Inventory : NYS Route 3 

• 400 plus wetlands in 103 miles 

• 30 (+or-) mitigation opportunities 

• 10(+ or -)  wetlands hydrology influenced 
significantly enough to cause noticeable 
variation in wetlands on both sides of highway  



 
 

Forested/Shrub Wetland 

Ditching Wetlands=No Improved Transportation Functionality 



 
 

Inventory/Asset Management:  Wetland Locations  



 
 

Wetland Influence Area 

• Highway Influence on Hydrology and/or 
Creates Ideal Beaver Dam Locations 



 
 

Awareness 

Wetter 

Drier 

Adirondack Railroad Spruce/Tamarack Swamp 



 
 

Beaver and Operations 

• E.g. Priority Solution Areas= Staff Time Savings 



 
 

Route 30 Beaver Problem 



 
 

Route 30 Beaver Problem 



 
 

Water Quality Elements 

• E.g. Drainage Outlet Catchment Needs 

•  Pavement Removal Needs 

• Grass Swale Opportunities 



 
 

Applications to Habitat and 

Connectivity 

• New Opportunities 



 
 

Applications to Habitat and 

Connectivity 

• New Opportunities 



 
 

Habitat Connectivity Elements 

• E.g. barrier bidge/ culvert locations ,site 
details, Priority ranking 



 
 

Roaring Brook 

 



 
 

Application to Natural Resources 

Turtle Barrier Fence Incorporated into Guiderail 



 
 

Big Picture 

Turtle Barrier Fence Incorporated into Guiderail 



 
 

NETWC 



 
 

Native Vegetation and Mowing 

• E.g. Promoting Native Vegetation and 
Reducing Mowing Needs  

Native: Little Blue Stem Grass 
(No Mow Area) 



 
 

No Mow- Little Blue Stem Grass 



 
 

Hudson River Ice Meadows 



 
 

Prairie Cord Grass 



 
 

Mowing Promoting Non-Native 
Weed Species 

Mowing Area 

No mow 



 
 

Route 87 (Northway Exit) : Native Seed Planting 

Pilot 



 
 

Vegetation Management: Conifer 
Management 



 
 

Vegetation Management Needs 



 
 

Vegetation Management Needs 



 
 

Vegetation Management Benefits to Winter Icing/Salt Use 



 
 

TCUMP and Projects 

Leads to Better Outcomes that 
Consider 

Transportation/Environmental 
Functionality Needs  

Case Study: 7th Lake Culvert / 
Causeway Project 



 
 

7th Lake Existing 

Visual Resource Side 



 
 

7th Lake Wall Option/ Avoidance of 

Direct Water/Wetlands Impacts 

Visual Resource Side 



 
 

7th Lake Habitat / Aesthetics / 

Pedestrian & Bike Option 

Visual Resource Side 

Utility 

Consolidation 

Habitat 

Structure 



 
 

Outcome= Travel Corridor UMP Vision 

And Saved over .5 Million Public Dollars 

Built Alternative 



 
 



 
 

Secondary Relationships: Utilities 



 
 

Awareness of Issues:  

e.g. Invasive Species 

Weed Infested Mulch-Private Contractor  

(Applying to Travel Corridor) 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

Utility Locations and Crossing Locations 



 
 

QUESTIONS ? 


