Intemational Collaboration
lo Conserve, Restore and Enhance Landscape Connectvily
Across the Northeast Region
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x Introductions

x Review NEG/ECP Ecological Connectivity
Resolution

x Review Draft Implementation Plan by the
NEG/ECP Working-Group

x_ Discuss how to-address transportation
aspects of resolution



New England
Governors & Eastern
Canadian Premieres

Resolution on Ecological Connectivity,
Adaptation to Climate Change, and
Biodiversity Conservation
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RESOLUTION 40-3

RESOLUTION ON ECOLOGICAL CONNECTIVITY,
ADAPTATION TO CLIMATE CHANGE, AND BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

WHEREAS, the New England Governors and Eastern Canadian Premiers have shown international
leadership through their collective action to address environmental protection and climate change,
especially through work to expand use and production of renewable energy and other efforts to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions; and

WHEREAS, the region’s economy, culture, and identity are closely tied to and dependent upon its
forests and water resources; and

WHEREAS, the region’s cities and towns, infrastructure, and natural ecosystems are vulnerable to
adverse impacts from climate change. Jurisdictions region-wide are taking steps to adapt to a changing
climate, by making communities, infrastructure, and public investments more resilient; and

WHEREAS, the New England Governors and Eastern Canadian Premiers recognize the inherent
connection between the region's forested landscape and its forest products economy, and the
important role that private forest landowners play in the health and condition of its forests; and

WHEREAS, the Northern Appalachian-Acadian forest is globally significant as the most intact,
contiguous temperate broadleaf forest in the world, The Northeastern coastal forest, including the
coastal plain, and the Gulf of Saint Lawrence lowland forest provide a vital link for neotropical
migrants of global significance. Boreal forests are globally important for millions of resident and
migratory birds, including songbirds which depend on Boreal forests during different stages of their
lifecycles. Together, these forests span portions of all six New England states and five eastern
Canadian provinces. Global climate change is a prominent threat to the long-term health of these vital
ecosystems. The spread of Invasive species and wildlife disease, often exacerbated by global climate
change, is another key threat; and

WHEREAS, Indigenous people historically have a strong connection to the land, and in the present day
continue to recognize the traditional importance of a healthy environment to the social well-being and
economic prosperity for future generations; and

WHEREAS, maintaining and restoring ecological connectivity is an important strategy for boosting the
resilience of the region’s native ecosystems and biodiversity, as well as its economy and human
communities. Connected habitats provide the natural pathways necessary for fish, wildlife, and plants to
move to meet their life needs and to find suitable habitat as climate conditions change. Intact
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Connectivity Resolution
In Action

* Transportation
* Land Use Planning
e Land Conservation

* Land Management
* Working Land Economies




This shall be accomplished through
regional collaboration across all political
borders

* Identify and define the region’s
connected landscape

* This includes both terrestrial
and aquatic ecosystems




Landscape Scale Science

Vermont Conservation Design — M h BioM
Ecological Connectivity Analysis at the assachussetts BioMap
State-level




Regional Scale
Connectivity Science

The Nature Conservancy

Resilient and Connected Landscapes
for Terrestrial Conservation

Regional Flows: Zoom-in
Regional Upslope, Northward, & Anthropogenic Resistance
Showing Upslope Flow only where it is Above Average

- Far ubove average (»2 standard deviations)
- Above average (| 1o 2 standard deviations)

Slightly above average (0.5 to | standdard deviations)

andard deviations)

Slightly below average (<0.5 10 -1 standard deviations)

il Below average (-1 1o -2 standard deviations)
- Far below average (<-2 standard deviations)

Klomesesn

. ,

Miles

Map Prodeced In INC Eassers Division 2018




