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Animal Need to Move 
(Habitat must remain connected) 

Food 

Shelter 

Water 

Rest 

Nesting 

Breeding 

Dispersal 



Population Loss/Extinction 

Smaller Populations 



There are Solutions – But Where? 



BWH Habitat Connectors 



Help Track Wildlife Movement 

Sign-Up on the Web: 

 

Wildlife Road Watch 

 

Citizen Science for  

Wildlife-Friendly Roads 

 

 

 

 

maineaudubon.org/wildlife-habitat/wildlife-road-watch/  

http://maineaudubon.org/wildlife-habitat/wildlife-road-watch/
http://maineaudubon.org/wildlife-habitat/wildlife-road-watch/
http://maineaudubon.org/wildlife-habitat/wildlife-road-watch/
http://maineaudubon.org/wildlife-habitat/wildlife-road-watch/
http://maineaudubon.org/wildlife-habitat/wildlife-road-watch/
http://maineaudubon.org/wildlife-habitat/wildlife-road-watch/
http://maineaudubon.org/wildlife-habitat/wildlife-road-watch/


Answers We Want 

• Verify BWH Habitat Connectors  

• Where might Endangered Species cross? 

• Or species that use similar habitat? 

• What Habitat Types? 

• What Road Characteristics? 

• Where are “Hot Spots”? 



Four Ways to Participate 

1. Random Roadside Observations -Statewide 

2. Adopt A Road – pick your own route 

3. Endangered Species Road Surveys –

assigned routes mostly in York County 

4. Western Maine Mountains – assigned 

routes Oxford Franklin & Somerset Counties 





Observation Location 



Post Pictures 



View Observations 



Regular Targeted Surveys 



Species At Risk from Roads 



Endangered Species Road Watch 

maineaudubon.org/wildlife-habitat/ 

endangered-species-road-watch/  



ESRW Training Workshop 



Endangered Species  
Survey Route 



ESRW Survey Summary 

• 2012 – 2014 

 

• 60 volunteers 

 

• 29 routes surveyed 

 

 



Western Mountains Routes 

• Winter 

tracking 

• WRW 

volunteer 

surveys 

• Culvert 

surveys 



Why Western Mountains 

 



WRW Data Summary 
Through December 2014 

• >460 observers 

• >4800 observations 

– 2/3 dead 

– 1/3 live 

• >130 species 

• 1/3 Maine’s terrestrial vertebrates 

• 2 Endangered Species (Blanding’s turtle & 

New England cottontail) 

• 6 Special Concern Species 



Analyzing the Data 



Analyzing the Data 



Analyzing the Data 



Data Analysis Goals 

• Habitat & Road Characteristics 

• BWH Habitat Connector association 

 

STAY TUNED….. 



Informing Solutions 



Lessons Learned 

• Walking Routes Valuable 
»   Walking vs Driving 

– Amphibians  33% vs 4% 

– Birds   26% vs 17% 

– Reptiles  13% vs 7% 

– Mammals  28% vs 71% 

• Volunteer Recruitment Time Consuming 

• Multiple Years Walking Surveys 

 



Citizen Scientist in Action! 

 



 
Wildlife Road Watch Partners 

wildlifecrossing.net/maine/ 

 
• Barbara Charry, Maine Audubon 

bcharry@maineaudubon.org 

• Fraser Shilling, UCDavis Road Ecology 

Center fmshilling@ucdavis.edu 

• Derek Yorks, Maine Inland Fisheries & 

Wildlife Derek.Yorks@maine.gov 

• Richard Bostwick, Maine Department of 

Transportation richard.bostwick@maine.gov 
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