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Why Find Common Ground? 



A Big Motivator: Regulations 

Maine Endangered 

Species Act 

 

Maine Natural 

Resources Protection 

Act 

 

Site Development Law 

 

Municipal Projects 



A Major Tool: MAPS 



SWG Accomplishments in Maine 

Beginning with Habitat 

 
- The premise of Beginning with Habitat [BwH] is that local 

planning undertaken with the knowledge of local natural 
resources will allow Maine’s towns and cities to grow and 
develop and conserve open space for fish, wildlife, and plant 
habitat.  

 

- BwH compiled data on water resources, riparian habitats, 
high value plant and animal habitats, focus areas of 
statewide ecological significance, undeveloped habitat 
blocks, and habitat connections. BwH made these data 
available in both printed and digital formats, including an 
interactive, on-line map service.  

 
http://www.beginningwithhabitat.org/index.html 



Over Ten Years of Partnerships 

http://maineaudubon.org/


Water Resources 

Plant and Animal Habitats 

Habitat Connectivity 



Municipal Planning 



Modeled Habitat Connectors 



Co-occurrence Models 

  



A Revised Partnership: Maine’s 
2015 Wildlife Action Plan 



Over 100 Conservation Partners* 

*Represents only a small subset of partners 

http://maineaudubon.org/


Priority 1: 58 spp. 

Priority 2: 131 spp. 

Priority 3: 189 spp. 
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378 Species of Greatest 
Conservation Need (SGCN) 

<1% 31% 15% 26% 48% 22% 



Stressors 

SGCN Habitats 

 

Rory Larson 



Transportation as a Stressor 

 

80 SGCN 

19 habitats Merry Gallagher, MDIFW 



SGCN Stressors  
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Habitat Stressors  
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Solutions: Conservation Actions 



Conservation Actions for 
Transportation Stressors 

SGCN: “Install road crossing structures 

consisting of under-road passageways 

and guidance fencing where high-

mortality road segments bisect habitat 

that hosts high priority populations” 

Habitats: “Collaborate 

with partners to develop 

standards for 

new/replacement road 

stream crossings” 



Information Sharing 



Species 

Report 
Species Information 

Range Maps 

SGCN Designation 

Habitats 



 

Habitats (cont’d) 

Stressors 



 

Stressors (cont’d) 

Conservation 

Actions 



 



Many Opportunities 

• Communication 

• Data sharing 

• Revised Wildlife 
Action Plan 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiRrPnipaHLAhUEWx4KHXmmDOgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.maine.gov/ifw/licenses_permits/lotteries/moose/&bvm=bv.115339255,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNFMcaX9pxKfuG7YCaz1bknjkWDJbQ&ust=1456983799669315


Other Examples 


