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Our Illustrious Panel

A Bryan Davis, Chittenden County Regional
Planning Commission

A Jamey Fidel, Vermont Natural Resources Coun
A Jon Kart, Richmond Conservation Commission
A Jeff ParsonsArrowwoodEnvironmental

A Jennifer Murray, Town of Jericho
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Process

A Hosted public meetings featuring Sue
Morse/Keeping Track

A Partnered Uz VNRC, VT DFW

A Invited Municipalities to Participate
A Applied to ECOS Grant Program
A Conducted Inventory

A Workshop for Realtors and Engine G toé’C},‘

A Hosted Walks and Talks Series OCD} RN dhe
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Objectives

A Inventory
A Technical Assistance
A Education




Expected Final Products

A Aseamless and detailed fotown natural resource/wildlife
habitat inventory map

A Draft bylawsdesigned to protect and conserve the high
priority features identified-in"'each town

A Technical assistanddat landowner and land managers will
use to improve forest management plans to better leverage
Use Value Appraisal (Eurrent Use) program incentives

A Maps of wildlife travelcorridorsii 2 A Y F2 N /[ / wt
transportation plans

A A betterinformed and engaged public

A Agiantsteptoward SSGA Y3 9/ h{Qa 3F2I f
sustainable growthn ChittendenCounty
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The Value of Planning at the
Regional or Multi -Town Scale

O




Environmental non -profit.

Focus on research and technical
assistance to local municipalities and
regional planning commissions.

Core campaign of reducing forest and
habitat fragmentation. This includes
promoting connectivity for wildlife.



Forests, Wildlife and Communities Project in Mad
River Valley I Came before Science to Action

Involved 3 towns focused on promoting large forest blocks and
connectivity between habitat blocks.

Steering committee of local officials, state and federal agencies,
conservation organizations, land trusts, watershed groups, etc.

Performed ecological inventories in three towns and overlapped
the information with community values.

Came up with tiered ecological priorities map.

Provided technical assistance to local planning and conservation
commissions.

Science to Action built on this approach.



Many decisions that impact transportation and
wildlife occur at the local level.

Our research shows that most development decisions
(such as the placement of new
roads/driveways/infrastructure) that impact wildlife
occurs at the local level.

Land use decisions in one town can impact the
maintenance of wildlife resources in another town.

Bringing towns together to plan for wildlife and
transportation will ensure better maintenance of
natural resource features.



Role of Technical Assistance

How land use planning

can influence

transportation and

wildlife resources.

+ Town plan

+ Zoning districts T what
uses are allowed

+ Road and trail policies

+ Subdivision design

+ Non-regulatory efforts
such as land conservation
or conservation planning




Developing in a Wildlife Corridor




Subdivision Layout
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Road and Tralil Policies

How roads are classified
may impact level of
development.

Frontage requirements
can shape development.
Requiring driveways of a
certain length to be
subject to review.

Prohibiting roads of a
certain length in
Important areas.

Converting trails to roads.
Sizing culverts.




VNRC provided memos to individual towns on ways

to strengthen town plans or zoning/subdivision
regulations.

Met with planning commissions to review land use
planning recommendations.

Take home messages:

Data increases local confidence in decision making
ldentifying community values helps to support action
Regional action is more compelling

Knowing how resources fit together

Confidence that neighboring town policies will be consistent
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